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their posterity, a root and foundation of a certain perpetual
honour and surety. For if this marriage take effect with our
daughter, whatsoever otherwise befall of the young princess, both
he and his son remain so provided for, as he could hardly have
wished or desired the better. And with these and such like
reasons ye may set out this general overture as proceeding from
us to be opened unto him secretly, fashioning the matter so as
the reasons to enforce the overture may seem to proceed from
you, as of yourself, lest he should think that we, in the pressing
of him to embrace it, should mean otherwise our own commodity,
where indeed it is such as he should embrace upon a word spoken.
And yet because he is a man that seeth not deepliest in these
matters, it shall be good ye lay all thing before him, and set forth
such reasons as we have written, and other such as ye can devise
for that purpose, binding always upon him to send his son hither
if the marriage shall take effect, whatsoever allegation of aught
or other matter he would allege. For that is a special point not
to be omitted, and without which there could grow unto him
no reputation. For if his son come not, it shall be called but a
worldly practise and a talk : if he come, it shall be truly taken for
a thing done, and be terror to his evil-willers and a plain declara-
tion of his benevolence towards us. Wherefore ye shall press
him to know what answer he will make unto you and signify
the same unto us with diligence.

The Act permitting the use of the English Bible was an
earnest of success in more vital matters; but the letter that follows
suggests that the ' assured Scots' were not as assured as might
be wished, and there were still many difficulties to be overcome
if a settlement was to be reached. Incidentally it names the
leaders of the rival French and English parties and calls our
attention to the return from France of the Earl of Lennox, of
whom more is to be heard.

xx,To SADLER

HENRY R.                       By ^ KinS             [April 14, 1543.]

TRUSTY AND RIGHT WELL BELOVED, we greet you well.    And by

the continue of your letters of the 6th of this present do perceive